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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING ON ETHIOPIA 

1 . THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE ON FEBRUARY 4 
AT THE NOON DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

Q.DOES THE 

DEPARTMENT HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY ABOUT THE 
ACTIVITY IN ETHIOPIA? 

A. SPECIFICALLY, WHAT? THERE ARE A LOT OF REPORTS 
COMING OUT. 

Q. ARE WE CONCERNED ABOUT THE TURMOIL IN THE COUNTRY? 
ARE WE CONCERNED ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF AMERICANS THERE? 
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A. WELL, IT SEEMS TO BE A PURELY DOMESTIC AFFAIR AMONG 
THE LEADERS OF THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT. 

Q. IT'S A QUESTION . . . 

A. WELL, THIS IS MY GENERAL COMMENT. I CAN TELL YOU 
HOW MANY AMERICANS ARE THERE. OUR LATEST REPORT IS 
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THAT THERE IS NO DAMAGE TO AMERICAN PROPERTY OR 

AMERICAN CASUALTIES. WE HAVE ABOUT 1500 AMERICANS IN 
ETHIOPIA, OF WHOM APPROXIMATELY 200 ARE OFFICIAL. WE 
HAVE A CHARGE D'AFFAIRES THERE AT THE MOMENT, MR. 

ARTHUR P. TIENKEN. 

Q. COULD YOU SPELL THAT? 

A. T-I-E-N -K-E-N-. 

MR. BROWN: ANYTHING ELSE I CAN OFFER YOU ON THAT? 

A. NOT ON ETHIOPIA. 

Q. THERE IS A REPORT THAT THE ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
JAPAN RESIGNED AND HAS ASKED FOR ASYLUM IN THE U.S. 

A. WE HAVE SEEN THOSE REPORTS, ARE LOOKING INTO IT. 

BUT SO FAR HAVEN'T TURNED UP ANY INFORMATION ON IT. 

WE DO NOT HAVE ANYTHING THAT CONFIRMS THAT THE 
GENTLEMAN YOU ARE REFERRING TO HAS COME TO THIS COUNTRY 
WITH HIS FAMILY. AND WE DO NOT KNOW WHERE HE IS. 

Q. DOES THE UNITED STATES HAVE A U.S. . . . 

A. EXCUSE ME. IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE ON ETHIOPIA 
BEFORE WE GO ON? 
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Q. YES. 

A. OH. YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT ETHIOPIA? 

Q. YES. 

A. ALL RIGHT. IT'S A NUCLEAR DEAL. (LAUGHTER) 

Q. IS THERE A MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO ETHIOPIA? 

A. YES, THERE IS. 

Q. IS THERE ANY CONSIDERATION OF SUSPENDING THIS 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AS A RESULT OF THE TURMOIL 
IN THE COUNTRY? 

A. I HAVE NO INDICATION OF THAT. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE THE DIMENSIONS, THOUGH? 
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A. YES, I WILL GIVE YOU ECONOMIC AND MILITARY. U.S. 
ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA FOR FISCAL YEAR 1977 
IS $18 MILLION; GRANT MILITARY ASSISTANCE FOR FY77 
IS $6 MILLION. 

END TEXT. 

VANCE 
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